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A New Generation of Women Leaders
On Local Governing Boards

At the January Steering Committee meeting ACT members heard from three women newly elected to
local public office. By happy coincidence, the theme continued that evening when the Pasadena City
Council selected a woman to complete the Council term of new Mayor, Victor Gordo.

The new Council Member is ACT member JESSICA (JESS) RIVAS. Her selection
doubles the number of women, and also the number of Hispanics, on the City Council.
Jess is an attorney for L.A. County who is active in her neighborhood association and has
served on several City Commissions. She was a unanimous selection.

We wish Jess well and hope to hear from her at a future Steering Committee meeting, just
as we heard from these new leaders in January:

JENNIFER HALL LEE was elected to the PUSD School Board in November. A doc-
umentarian and writer, with a child at Blair HS, Jennifer is a former member of the
Altadena Town Council. In her remarks she noted that 45% of local students do not attend
the PUSD. She sees this as a loss not only for the schools but for all residents — contrib-
uting to social isolation and needless divisions in our society. A major focus of her work
on the School Board will be to publicize the many attributes of PUSD, help attract new
parents and students, and make the schools a strong unifying factor for our community.

TINA WU FREDERICKS was also elected to the PUSD Board in November. An en-
gineer and a former math teacher, she is a long-time PTA activist and has two children
who have attended PUSD schools. Tina reported on progress toward reopening the
schools, noting that about 10% of employees have been vaccinated thus far. She also
expressed gratitude for voters passing Measure O which will allow upgrades in technol-
ogy, infrastructure and “curb appeal” projects. Tina puts an emphasis on making the
PUSD and its budget more transparent. She hopes this will lead to reordering budget

priorities to better serve the needs of parents and students. She is also an advocate of building stronger




C Page two

The Phoenix

February 2021 )

public-private relationships that could leverage
Pasadena’s many assets to strengthen public
schools.

New PCC Trustee TAMMY
SILVER has worked in the edu-
cational supplies business most
of her life — including founding
Mari Inc., which was for a time
one of the nation’s largest
women-owned businesses.

Tammy is active in Pasadena’s civic life, serving
as a city commissioner and president of her local
neighborhood association. She was elected last
March, just as PCC was hit by the pandemic, and
is especially proud of how quickly and flexibly
the college met the challenge. She notes that
PCC continues to receive recognition and awards
for excellence and is a strong draw for students
from all over the region. At the same time, she is
focused on improving outreach to local students
-- citing the successful mini-campus at Muir HS
as an example of how PCC can work with local
school districts.

~ Fred Register
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Ellen Coles

i

Our dear friend, Ellen Coles died on January 27
just ten days after her 98" birthday in Tacoma,
WA where she was staying with her daughter
Betsy.

Ellen Searight was an Indiana native, raised on

the ancestral farm of her father’s family. She en-
tered Purdue University in 1940 and graduated in
1946, having spent two WWII years working as
a chemist in the testing lab of a munitions factory.
Upon graduation, she went to work as an editorial
assistant at the University of Minnesota Press and
met Donald Coles through mutual friends. They
married in 1947 and moved to California so Don-
ald could attend graduate school at Caltech —
where he stayed his entire career. In 1955 they
moved to their Altadena home, raising their four
children there.

Ellen attended Cal State L A part time for several
years, earning a secondary teaching credential
and completing work for a Master’s degree in
English Literature. She taught in Highland Park
and substituted in the PUSD. A local public-
school advocate, she volunteered many hours at
John Muir High School, particularly supporting
the AFS foreign exchange program.

The Coles were long-time members of ACT. El-
len served as Membership Chair, Recording Sec-
retary and Co-Chair while generously supporting
fundraisers. She also worked in many local po-
litical campaigns and was a stalwart participant
in the weekly (at the corner of Lake and Cordova)
protests against the US attack of Iraq.

Ellen was an avid reader, a kind and charming
friend, and both erudite and self-deprecatory.
(Of her children, all National Merit Scholars, she
once said, “they were probably just good test-tak-
ers.” We suspect they were much more than
that!)

Our sympathy goes to the Coles children: Chris,
Betsy, Ken (Priscilla) and Janet (Kathy Carsey),
two grandchildren and two great grandchildren.
They suggest that any memorial contributions
may be made to Union Station Homeless Ser-
vices, 875 E. Orange Grove Blvd., Pasadena
91104. A service of remembrance will be held in
Pasadena at a later date.
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Nellie Moore

Our good friend, Nellie Rogers
Moore died of Covid-19 on
February 6 at age 95. Nellie
was an engaged citizen always;
bright, caring, and funny, who
gave solid support to Rev. Inman Moore, her hus-
band of seventy-three years, and their four chil-
dren and extended family. (Inman called her
both his chief critic and chief promoter.)

The Moore family moved from their Mississippi
home to Southern California in 1963 after the
publication of the statement “Born of Convic-
tion” signed by twenty-eight young United Meth-
odist Church Ministers, including Inman. “Born
of Conviction” said in part, that all human beings
were born free and equal, opposed racial discrim-
ination, and opposed the building of private
schools with state tax money to avoid school in-
tegration. It received nationwide publicity and
caused an uproar in the South. Many of the
twenty-eight ended up in California after having
to leave Mississippi over their statement. Inman
was appointed pastor of the Palmdale United
Methodist Church and the family settled in the
Antelope Valley. We are very glad they eventu-
ally arrived in Pasadena and became members of
ACT.

In addition to being a minister’s wife, Nellie had
many years of success as a Pasadena business-
woman and before that as an administrative as-
sistant at Jet Propulsion Laboratories.

Both Moores were ACT Steering Committee
members. Nellie was a faithful Mailing Commit-
tee member, joining in the monthly folding, seal-
ing and labeling of hundreds, if not thousands, of
copies of The Phoenix.

On June 9, 2019, Nellie and Inman were honored
by ACT for their decades of ethical leadership in
and around Pasadena. At the ceremony, Con-

gressman Adam Schiff remarked, “When I think
of ethical leadership on a national level, I think
of (legendary civil rights leader) John Lewis.
When 1 think of ethical leadership on a local
level, I think of Inman Moore and Nellie Moore.”
Nellie’s health had begun to fail by then and she
had trouble walking, but she proudly walked to
the podium that day and graciously thanked
Schiff and the others for the honor. She was
beaming.

We extend our deepest sympathy to Inman, the
Moore children Linda, Patricia, Robert and Da-
vid and the six grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. Donations can be made in Nel-
lie’s memory to her favorite charity, the Michael
J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s research,

MichaelJFox.org.
Brobspatsépads

Lacreta Scott

Lacreta Scott, long-time ACT
member and beloved wife of Dr.
Jack Scott, died of Covid-19 on
February 6 after a brief illness.
She was 86. Lacreta taught Eng-
lish at Cerritos College for more than 20 years.
A talented writer, she was a frequent columnist
for local newspapers. We so enjoyed the col-
umns she wrote for the Pasadena Star-News. Her
viewpoint - and the subjects she chose - was to-
tally unique, relevant and welcome.

Lacreta Isbell Scott grew up in rural Texas before
meeting and marrying Jack at Abilene Christian
College. Later on, she completed her BA at Pep-
perdine before earning a Masters from CSULA.
Lacreta and Jack were a powerhouse team
throughout his career as a minister, P.C.C. Pres-
ident and State Senator. Many friends felt she
was the more gifted politician of the two.

Lacreta was a warm and gracious presence in our
community, always working to help others and
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supporting causes like the Foster Care Project at
All Saints Church. She is survived by Jack and
by four of their five children: Sharon, Sheila,
Amy and Greg, eleven grandchildren and many
great grandchildren. We extend our heartfelt
sympathy to them.

BroSr0otsieads

Betty Sandford

Our friend and loyal ACT mem-
ber, Betty Sandford died on Jan-
uary 13 atage 93. Betty was born
in Monrovia and lived there for
most of her years. She was an en- ?
ergetic activist for the nuclear freeze, for school
integration, for fighting climate change and for
assisting those in need. She was also a longtime
Monrovia School Board member and founder of
the Foothill Unity Center.

Always physically active, she was a traveler (to
nearly every continent), read voraciously, was a
runner, and even took up jazz drumming.

We extend sympathy to her children Randy,
Leslie and Kevin Sandford, her seven grandchil-
dren, five great grandchildren and family friend
Liz Burby. To honor Betty, they suggest donat-
ing to a favorite charity, or writing a letter-to-the-
editor, or volunteering; doing something to make
our world, our country, our community a better
place.

€D R D PSS
ACT’s and ADC’s Website

Bruce Wright, our website man-
ager, assisted by Marcus Green,

keeps our website constantly up-
dated.

You will find the current Phoenix newsletter
and a newsletter archive there, breaking political
news and links to other relevant items. Our web
address is https://www.ACTpasadena.org.

Political
Notes

by Jon Fuhrman

Tuesday, February 9.

I suppose it’s a bit like being in recovery. No
elections, no tweets, no outrages, no excessive
drama. What’s a political junkie to do?

For the next week, at least, we have the impeach-
ment. President Trump never tires of being the
first, the biggest, the best — the first to have been
impeached twice, the first ever to have been tried
after leaving office. Can’t wait to see those en-
tries in the Guinness Book of Records.

While ex-President Trump is overwhelmingly
likely to avoid conviction, the “over-under” bet-
ting seems to be around 60 — will there be more
than 60 votes for conviction (which requires
votes by 2/3 of the members present). Six GOP
Senators already voted to support proceeding
with the trial and will likely vote to convict. Is it
possible another 4 or 5 will vote to convict? Sev-
eral of those votes — like Richard Shelby of
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Alabama and Rob Portman of Ohio — have al-
ready announced they are not running for re-elec-
tion, liberating them from political pressures and
allowing them to vote their conscience. My
guess is that we might pick up two or three more
votes, but five or six would really be pushing the
envelope. Nonetheless, 56 — 62 votes to convict
is a pretty convincing repudiation of the ex-Pres-
ident’s conduct, not that it’s likely to have any
real impact on Mr. Trump.

But the Senate trial will likely be over pretty
much by the time you read this column. Then it
will be back to the mundane life of President
Biden — jobs, stimulus, and COVID. Of those,
COVID is the issue most immediately apparent
and palpable to Americans. The
vaccinations are proceeding apace,
but the pace is still too slow. Cali-
fornia, for example, is vaccinating
about 1 million people a week.
That sounds like a huge number.
But with 40 million people (give or
take) each needing two shots, it
would take 20 months at that pace
to inoculate to every citizen — flatly
unacceptable.  The bottleneck,
pretty clearly, is supply. Mayors,
Governors and other local leaders
around the country are screaming for more vac-
cine. The distribution and inoculation structure
is scalable — it can handle more or less as much
supply as we can feed into it. But it’s the manu-
facturing of the vaccine that’s holding things up.

If the Biden Administration can dramatically
boost supply, so that California, for example, in-
oculates 4 million people in a week, then voters
are likely to judge the Administration a roaring
success and support all sorts of other initiatives
about which they might normally be skeptical.
But if the Administration is not able dramatically
to increase supply, and we drag the inoculation
period past summer and into fall, there will be

tough times ahead, both in Congress and in the
2022 mid-term elections.

The irony is that this vaccination program — the
implementation of Project WarpSpeed — was sup-
posed to be President Trump’s crowning achieve-
ment. Vaccines were in fact successfully devel-
oped in record time, against all conventional sci-
entific expectations, and the military was called
in to organize and oversee the management and
logistics sides. Yet, after the November election,
suddenly no one cared, and it appears that plan-
ning and implementation efforts pretty much
stopped dead in their tracks. So the Biden Ad-
ministration is left with a legacy of lost oppor-
tunity and not much time to rectify the situation.
Fairly or not, this will make or
break the Administration. Eventu-
ally getting it right won’t do — if
this stretches much past Memorial
Day, voters’ patience will have
worn out and the Administration, in
their eyes, will be permanently tar-
nished.

While the Administration is
scrounging up more vaccines and
more manufacturing capacity, it’s
also hard at work scrounging up
votes for the stimulus package.
While Sen. Joe Manchin and a number of centrist
GOP Senators have expressed concern about a
blanket additional $1,400 payment, the Admin-
istration seems entirely willing to find some com-
promise by which the stimulus payments are di-
rected more exclusively to those most needy, pos-
sibly by lowering the income cap to qualify for
the stimulus. Further, the Administration seems
resigned to having the minimum increase
dropped from the reconciliation package, espe-
cially since it really doesn’t meet the rules that
limit what can be included in reconciliation pack-
ages. However, the Administration is likely to
come back to this issue — if not with a straight
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hike to $15 (from the current level of $7.25), then
perhaps a “path to $15”, similar to what Califor-
nia adopted, with smaller hikes staged over a
multi-year period.

My guess is that the stimulus package will be
passed by early March, with votes to spare in the
Senate. The Administration was quick to signal
willingness to work with Sen. Mitt Romney as he
proposed a more generous child “allowance” for
families — one that could include outright
monthly payments, administered by the Social
Security Administration, with families from the
lower end of the economic spectrum all the way
up to upper middle class eligible to receive the
payments. The eligibility will likely be lowered
considerably — Romney proposed allowing fami-
lies earning up to $400,000 to receive some cred-
its. But by sharing credit for this and other pro-
visions supported on both sides of the aisle, the
President is likely to round up a good number of
GOP votes in the Senate.

On the jobs front, the President doesn’t really
need to do anything — other than pass the stimulus
bill and get the country vaccinated. If we can re-
turn to some semblance of normalcy by this sum-
mer, the economy will rescue itself. But if we’re
still distancing and quarantining ourselves,
there’s probably not much anyone can do to cre-
ate new jobs — or recreate old ones that were lost
during the virus / recession. So here’s to manu-
facturing more vaccine and getting us all immun-
ized and hoping that, by this fall, we can go back
to indoor dining, gyms, theaters, travel and all the
other activities that, for so long, we took for
granted.

~ Jon Fuhrman

Next ACT and ADC Meeting Via Zoom
Thursday, March 4, 7 p.m.

Join ACT and ADC at our March Zoom meeting.
Our featured guest is ACLU-SoCal staff attor-
ney Mohammad Tajsar on ‘Police Surveil-
lance Practices.” How does technology, espe-
cially facial recognition technol-
ogy by government and private
entities impact police policy and
civil rights?

The mass collection and use of
your personal data by city gov- -
governments, police departments, and prlvate
companies has become a threat to individual civil
liberty and the right to privacy in the digital age.
This “invasive” topic will be the subject of
ACT’s Steering Committee program on Thurs-
day, March 4 at 7:30 p.m.

Mohammad Tajsar, a senior staff attorney at the
ACLU of Southern California will be presenting
and leading a discussion of recent revelations re-
garding the widespread use of surveillance tech-
nology by the City of Pasadena’s police depart-
ment including face recognition and automated
license plate readers.

Tajsar, who is also a resident of Pasadena, will
review what these technologies are, the concerns
about their use, and most importantly what we
can do in response. He works on police miscon-
duct, government surveillance, and protecting in-
dividuals’ and organizations’ rights in the digital
world.

Keep an eye out for an ACT email the week of
March 1 with the Zoom link to attend.

Socializing begins at 7 p.m. with the meeting fol-
lowing at 7:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

102 ~ Ed Washatka
/W
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Upcoming ACT / ADC Meetings

MARCH: (See previous). ACLU attorney Mu-
hammad Tajsar, will address the topic of police
surveillance practices, especially use of facial
recognition technology, by government and pri-
vate entities.

APRIL: City Government:,Experiences, Chal-
lenges. Newly elected Mayor Victor Gordo will
highlight his experiences, challenges and priori-
ties.

~ Ann Hickambottom

o L aYorl o ¥orll o)
Coded Bias — Facial Recognition Tech-
nology

Are You Being Targeted? Film (2/15-2/21)
and Panel Discussion (2/21, 6 p.m.)

Learn how facial recognition technology is bi-
ased against women and people of color and how
it is being used by law enforcement agencies.

Sponsored by LWV — LA and Pasadena Area,
ACLU-SoCal, Loyola Law School

$10 Registration for 2/15 — 2/21 Film Screening
and 2/21, 6 p.m. Panel.

Register at CodedBiasL.A.Evenbrite.com
ol oYorl o ¥o l ol

Calif. Democratic Party ADEM Elections

As you may have heard, the ADEM vote-by-
mail ballot deadline was extended one week to
Wednesday, February 3. The ballots were tabu-
lated from that date through February 8. On
Tuesday, February 9, the California Democratic
Party:

e Posted the results - and a digital copy of all

counted ballots - on their website

e Released the 2021 ADEM Post Analysis

e Shared an online survey prepared by the Rules
Subcommittee on ADEM Elections soliciting
feedback to begin the full assessment process
to improve the ADEMs process for 2023. The
web address is https://www.cadem.org.

Here are the District 41 ADEM Winners

Tina Fredericks, Executive Board Winner, Elizabeth
Trejo, Marguerite Renner, Mindy Pfeiffer, Cindy
Montoya, Charlotte Char Bland, Ellen Dalbey
Finkelpearl.

Robert M. Nelson, John H. Doyle II, Ryan Bell, Sam
Berndt, Tim Wendler, Steven Gibson, Josue Barnes.

Congratulation to ACT members Tina Fredericks,
Peggy Renner, Char Bland, Bobby Nelson, and Tim
Wendler.

ol oYorl o ¥or l ol

Looking for a Federal Political
Appointment?

Are you, or someone you know, interested in serv-
ing as a political appointee in the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration? The Coalition for Women’s Appoint-
ments is here to help!

Through our website Appoint Women and Raise the
BAR: Be Appointment Ready step-by-step infor-
mational guide, prospective candidates for political
appointment can review all of the requirements,
gather necessary documentation and receive tips
and best practices on how to prepare a federal gov-
ernment appointment application.

The incoming administration’s is commendably
committed to gender parity with a focus on diversity
and inclusion of historically underrepresented
groups including women of color, LGBTQ+, and
those with disabilities. After completing our pro-
cess, prospective women applicants can choose to
submit a biographical form to the Coalition for
Women’s Appointments’ Digital Registry for con-
sideration through our expert subject matter task
forces. Join us as we build back better in 2021 and
beyond! Find out more at http://www.appoint-

women.org.

~ Marguerite Cooper, VP NWPC



C Page eight

The Phoenix

February 2021 )

From

25th District
State Senator
Anthony
Portantino

Dear ACT Members,

I was so saddened to hear about the passing of
beloved ACT members Lacreta Scott and Nellie
Moore, Ellen Coles, and Betty Sandford. What
tremendous, kind and good people. Ellen and I
send our deepest prayers and love to Jack and In-
man and the families of all. Our community has
faced far too many losses this past year.

California’s desperate need for affordable hous-
ing is on the minds of many ACT members, fam-
ilies, activists, community leaders and local gov-
ernment officials. In 2011, the state dissolved
Redevelopment Agencies (RDA’s) which subse-
quently took away roughly $12 billion dollars of
dedicated funding for affordable housing. I was
part of small handful of legislators who opposed
this action. I argued then, that we shouldn’t end
RDAs without having a replacement funding
source. It’s been a decade and we still haven’t
created such a fund.

Currently, California is having an internal debate
between FDR and Reagan. Recent efforts to re-
zone California and cut regulation hoped that an
infusion of market rate housing density would
trickle down to create affordable housing. On the
other end of the spectrum there have been efforts
to recreate a dedicated funding source for cities
and counties to use to build affordable housing.
Thus far, both efforts have been unsuccessful.

What’s missing in the discussion is a focus on the
economics related to housing. From 1945 until
1980, 80% of America’s economic expansion
benefited the middle class. Which was why first-
time homeownership exploded during that

period. From 1980 until today, 80% of Amer-
ica’s economic expansion has benefited the
wealthiest Americans. Post Reagan, far too
many middle-class and working-class Californi-
ans have become renters not homeowners.

We should be ensuring that homes and neighbor-
hoods across Cal have access to mass transit and
are affordable which is why I have been a strong
proponent of completing the Gold Line and
reestablishing funding to help cities produce af-
fordable housing. I was very pleased that we ex-
tended eviction protections and rental support to
protect families and stabilize the housing market.
In addition, home ownership is a key to upward
mobility and wealth building. People in the mid-
dle class thrive when they own their own homes
and build equity. Some estimates have average
homeowners with $200K of equity while the av-
erage renter has just $2K in discretionary money.
Housing construction has also been suppressed
by the monetization of land use. Cities are
funded significantly by sales tax and have been
pursuing big box retail for the past 20 years. This
has created an economic incentive for cities to fa-
vor stores over houses.

That’s why I have authored SB 15 which seeks to
flip financial incentives from retail to housing.
The proposal has drawn significant support from
labor, business and cities. Due to Covid-19 and
recent changes in shopping, California has a sig-
nificant amount of vacant retail space. Under the
current system, most cities will allow these va-
cant buildings to stay dormant and wait or com-
pete to attract new stores. SB 15 seeks to provide
cities five years of the estimated sales tax that
these buildings would have generated if cities
choose to construct work force and affordable
housing units on the property, instead. This cre-
ates the perfect economic incentive to generate
affordable housing and help cities meet their
housing needs.

Respectfully, ~ Anthony
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From

41 District
Assemblymember
Chris Holden

Dear ACT Friends,

Following the horrible attack on the nation’s
Capital, we have seen some positive news com-
ing out of the White House. I cannot help but feel
pretty good about it. Yes, we have a long way to
go, but we are on the right track. President Joe
Biden is signing one executive order after an-
other to reverse the damage of Donald Trump.

I am thrilled about the Climate Executive Actions
he made that direct the federal government to el-
evate climate change to a national security prior-
ity, create a commission focused on environmen-
tal justice and green jobs, and direct federal agen-
cies to rely on science in their rulemaking. For
the past four years, California has pushed the en-
velope, to implement policies that drastically re-
duce our greenhouse gases emissions, switch to
clean energy, and create green jobs. Now, with
support from the Biden Administration, Califor-
nia and other states doing their part can effec-
tively work together towards reversing the most
catastrophic impacts of climate change.

In Sacramento, we took a big step to help tenants
and landlords by passing legislation to extend the
moratorium on evictions for non-payment of rent
due to COVID-19 to June 30, 2021. Because of
this Pandemic too many folks are just hanging by
a thread, praying to make rent and avoid eviction.
Too many small, mom-and-pop landlords who
rely on tenants for income have been stretched
thin trying to do the right thing. It is our respon-
sibility to prevent tens of thousands of cata-
strophic life changing events for these families.
The legislation, SB 91 provides the necessary

reliefto avoid the “eviction cliff”’ that would have
happened on February 1.

As for my legislation, I introduced AB 285 which
creates a State School Nurse Consultant within
the Department of Education to oversee school
nurses and supervisors of health, and to advise
the State Superintendent on student health issues.
A school nurse at the Department of Education
will lend strong insight into how schools operate
safely during this pandemic. Outside of infec-
tious disease, there are additional public health
issues that impact schools that would benefit
from this new position. Health issues like mental
health, diabetes, nutrition, vision, physical activ-
ity, safety are all issues that schools are trying to
address. A School Nurse Consultant will provide
guidance and insight to schools so our students
can thrive in and outside of the classroom.

Lastly, I hope you can join me on Facebook Live
for a Mars pre-landing discussion with Scientists
from NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory on
Tuesday, February 16% at 6pm. NASA’s Mars
2020 Perseverance rover will land on Mars on
Feb. 18,2021 and is the most sophisticated rover
NASA has ever sent to the Red Planet. I'll be
joined to discuss the significance of the rover
landing with Dr. Moogega Cooper and Dr.

Randii Wessen. You can watch at
https://www.facebook.com/AssemblymemberChrisHolden.

Thank you, and I look forward to keeping you up
to date in the next Phoenix.

~ Chris R. Holden

Assemblyman Holden represents some 420,000 peo-
ple in the foothills communities of Altadena,
Pasadena, South Pasadena, Sierra Madre,
Monrovia, San Dimas,

La Verne, Claremont,

and Upland.

He can be reached via his
website at:
www.asm.ca.-gov/holden
and fill out the contact form.

Sincerely,
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My Two Cents
By Ron Garber

Unattributed, famous proverb:

For want of a nail the shoe was lost,

For want of a shoe the horse was lost,

For want of a horse the battle was lost,

For the failure of battle the kingdom was
lost, All for the want of a horse-shoe nail.

As a volunteer to Democratic politics, it's always
been my dream that my individual efforts solely
are the cause of major changes for the good. That
being relatively unrealistic, [ long to be a member
of a group effort that accomplishes the same and
I'm here to tell you that I believe you and I to-
gether have accomplished that.

To follow this, you only need to consider two oc-
currences, 'reconciliation’ and the recent Georgia
Senatorial runoff elections, specifically the one
that put Jon Ossoff over the top. Reconciliation
as most of you are aware is the Congressional
process that will allow the Democrats to ram
through progressive legislation without the need
of a single Republican vote and is only available
to us because we have control of the White House
and both houses of Congress. The fact that we
have just 50 Democratic Senators and a Demo-
cratic tie breaking Vice President is the reason
that I can thread our success all the way down to
the efforts of ACT/ADC.

After the November election Pasadena Area
United Democratic Headquarters (UDH) decided
to not go into hiatus as it usually does after the
General Election, but rather continue our efforts
through those very, very, important Georgia run-
off elections. We sent over 100,000 Get Out the
Vote (GOTV) postcards to Georgia and many
smaller groups: Swing Left, Indivisible and inde-
pendent social justice committees who we had

indoctrinated in our previous 2018 postcard cam-
paign sent out an additional 100,000 cards and
letters to Georgia for both register to vote and
GOTV. This effort alone did not put Jon Ossoff,
whose margin of victory was only 50,000 votes,
over the top. We also had volunteers who made
thousands of phone calls and sent thousands of
text messages. On top of that two of the coordi-
nators we hired with your generous donations,
developed a ZOOM volunteer training program
that was picked up by the Democratic National
Committee and, at our expense, they literally
trained thousands of volunteers nationwide to
work on the Georgia campaigns. I believe that
all of these factors put Senator Ossoff over the
top. Without both of the Georgia wins reconcili-
ation would have been off the table.

UDH gets its volunteers and is funded by seven
individual Democratic Party Clubs that are geo-
graphically in or near the Pasadena area, but we
all know that ACT/ADC is by far the largest of
those clubs, providing the bulk of both volunteers
and funds to operate. Hence when reconciliation
goes through, each of us will know that it was our
efforts and funds, which come out of your dues,
as well as many additional financial contributions
made by individuals belonging to ACT/ADC that
made the difference. The difference between
what comes out of reconciliation and a bill that
would have had to be negotiated with the Repub-
licans, is enormous and may or may not even in-
clude a new minimum wage and possibly some
major immigration reforms.

Historically the party in the White House loses
Congressional House seats in off year elections
and our current margin over the Republicans is
slim. However, Trump has caused a major divide
in the Republican Party and with a concerted ef-
fort and some improved redistricting, we may be
able to hold on to the majority. The Senate might
actually be an easier task to hold as Republicans
are defending more seats than are we, some of
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which are in purple states and at least one Repub-
lican has already announced that he's retiring. As
one of your representatives on the UDH Steering
Committee [ currently, and this is subject to
change, will push for us to recapture the three lo-
cal Congressional seats that we lost this time
around and maybe also concentrate on the Ohio
Senate seat. It's important to note that the three
new SoCal Republicans all voted against
Trump's impeachment and each has strong ties to
the disgraced former President. I was surprised
to see a TV commercial this week which casti-
gated both Kim and Steel for their Trump ties
which means that the National Democratic Party
is already targeting those seats.

Bottom line: the next election is already next year
and it's time to congratulate ourselves but also to
start working to continue to keep reconciliation
asour tool. e,
On a personal point of pride for those who are
following my progress - yesterday's weigh-in put
me down 53 Ibs. which puts me over the halfway
point of my goal of losing 105. I'm also up to
walking over 90 miles per week but I expect that
to increase. ~ Ron out

PP PG
March Phoenix Deadline

We expect that the deadline for the March Phoe-
nix will be Monday evening, March 8. Please
send items for publication to Chuck Hains at
hains27@sbcglobal.net. (Chuck will continue to
contact regular contributors with a deadline re-
minder.)

The Entire Picture Please for VVoters

It has been interesting to watch the different
groups jockey to claim which ethnic group was
responsible for the victory in GEORGIA.

We have heard so much about who went to the
polls for Jon Ossoff, Rev. Raphael Warnock and
Joe Biden. Biden won GA by only 12,500 votes.
Two months later, voters had to hit the polls
again for a runoff election - which traditionally
produces fewer voters Ossoff won by 55,000
votes and Warnock by 92,000!!!

GA has a population of 10.7M and 7.6M are reg-
istered to vote. Latino and Asian American vot-
ers have grown rapidly since.

Several grass roots groups registering Blacks
(30% of the population) have been working fe-
verishly for several years and have recently been
joined by Stacy Abrams. Jon Ossoff hired a La-
tino voter strategist combined with Latino organ-
izations to address Latinos (ten% of the popula-
tion). The Latino and Asian American popula-
tions have grown rapidly in GA since 2016. In
2021, Latinos shattered their best turn out records
from previous runoffs. To sum it up, Blacks, La-
tinos and Asian Americans have been key to
GA's registered growth since 2016.

Let's not forget much deserved credit also goes
to the postcard process, as acknowledged by both
Senators. People love getting our postcards.

We all heard after elections of various entities
who claim responsibility for a candidate's vic-
tory: suburban whites, females, youth, educated
males, different minorities post carders, etc. As
Hillary said. it takes a village!! She is so right; it
takes a village to get someone elected and that
village is comprised of ALL THE ABOVE. Each
group is a major piece of the pie!

~ Barbara Paul
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Welcome New and John & Virginia Kimball Thanks for Additional
Returning ACT Members: Berjouhi Koukeyan Contributions to ACT's
Helen Baatz, Pasadena Morgan Kousser Operating Account
Christle Balvin, Pasadena Dorothy Matthiessen Patrick & Joan Cathcart
Patrick & Joan Cathcart, Pasa. Robin McCarthy Larry Eggers
Mozella Pope Caudle, Pasa. John & Brooke McLean Yudie & Jane Fishman
Bethesda Gee, Eddie Newman Kathryn Fogarty &
South Pasadena Kristin Ockershauser Rick Dinkel
Robin McCarthy, Pasadena Michael J. O’Connor Beth Gertmenian
Terry Meng & Peter Dreier, Connie O’Donnell Michael Gottlieb
Pasadena Tom & Elizabeth Polenzani John & Virginia Kimball
Anne Miles, Pasadena Michael Reagan & Robin McCarthy

Mary Nafisi, Pasadena
George Whitesides, La Canada
Deborah Williams, Altadena

Special Thanks to Sustaining
Members
Joan & Andreas Aebi
Sally Beer
Bill & Claire Bogaard
Melissa Boggs
Pixie Boyden
Peter Braun
Sharon Dooner
Mark & Sandra Esensten
Joan & John Fauvre
Kathryn Fogarty &
Rick Dinkel
Jim & Priscilla Gamb
Armando Gonzalez &
Brenda Berg
Brice & Carolyn Harris
Dena Spanos Hawkey &
Philip Hawkey
Mary Hayden & Carla Tomaso
Jim & Ginny Heringer
Dave & Jacqueline Jacobs
Betty Ann & Bruce Jansson

=
i

Carolyn Garner-Reagan

Linda Ledeen Schwartz

Trustee Tammy &
Michael Silver

Dick Smoak & Ferol Mennen
June Thurber & Garrett Paine

Deborah Williams

Special Thanks to Patrons

Larry Eggers
Kevin Ennis

Jon Fuhrman & Susan Kane

Beth Gertmenian
Jim Haight

Lara Larramendi
Nancy Pine
Elizabeth Pomeroy

Really Special Thanks to
Benefactors
Yudie & Jane Fishman
Meg & Tom Gertmenian
Tammy & Tim Godley

William Tully & Ann Thomas

Marilee Marshall &
Bruce Wright

Eddie Newman
Connie O’Donnell
R. Rhoads Stephenson
June Thurber &
Garrett Paine
Pat & Paul Trivers
George Whitesides

Thanks for Additional
Contributions to ACT's
Political Account

Sally Beer

Pixie Boyden

Patrick & Joan Cathcart
Larry Eggers

Glenn & Connie Garrison
Beth Gertmenian

Tammy & Tim Godley
Michael Gottlieb

Eddie Newman

Kristin Ockershauser

Connie O’Donnell

Denise Robb

Dick Smoak & Ferol Mennen
R. Rhoads Stephenson

June Thurber & Garrett Paine
George Whitesides
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Feh mar March 8 UDH Steering Meeting via

Monday Zoom. 7 p.m.
Calendar 00Gr 00Gs B00Gs
Feb 15-21 = Are You Being Targeted? Film . .
Screening. See details inside. Your Photo in The Phoenix
February 21  Are You Being Targeted? Panel Please share a photo (of you)
Sunday Discussion. See details inside. at an interesting place with
6 p.m. Phoenix readers. Send it to
March 4 ACT and ADC Meeting via hcg@—g—ﬁi IsliSfJin sak:lculock:)eiirft lfssrul:
Thursday Zoom. Program: Police Surveil- P & ‘
7 p.m. lance Practices with ACLU Shown below is a potential new
Attorney Mohammad Tajsar. So- member checking out a copy of
cializing at 7 p.m.; meeting, 7:30 the Phoenix in front of Pasa-  ~ =<

p.m. dena City Hall. ~ Perhaps?
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2021 ACT and ADC Membership Renewal

Renew your ACT and ADC membership now! Use the form
below, renew online at www.ACTpasadena.org, or reply to the
renewal letter you received in the mail.

If you have any questions about your membership, please con-
tact Executive Director Jon Fuhrman at 626 864-5255 or
jon_fuhrman@outlook.com.

And thanks to our generous members who have already renewed!

I'd like to join both groups for one low price! (Checks payable to ACT/ADC)

[l $40 Single [l $70 Single Sustaining
[] $25 Each additional member per household [] $90 Double Sustaining
[l $15 Student or limited income [l $150 Patron

[l $275 Benefactor

I'd like to join ACT (Checks payable to ACT)

[l $35 Single [l $60 Single Sustaining
[l $20 Each additional member per household [l $85 Double Sustaining
[] $15 Student or limited income [] $125 Patron
[ $20 Gift Membership (NEW!) [l $275 Benefactor

I'd like to join the Arroyo Democratic Club (Checks payable to ADC)

[l $35 Single [l $60 Single Sustaining
[l $20 Each additional member per household [l $85 Double Sustaining
[] $15 Student or limited income [] $125 Patron

[] $275 Benefactor
Extra Contribution

] 3 Political Account (for endorsed candidates and issues)

s Operating Account (for organizational costs) § Total enclosed
Name Home Phone
Address Office Phone
City zIP

Email address

Mail to ACT, P. O. Box 40074, Pasadena, CA 91114-7074
Information you provide will be available to other members and endorsed candidates upon request.



